
Excerpt from "Black Nationalism", By E.U. Essien-Udom 

Note: This book, first printed in January, 1964, was the result of a two-year study by Nigeria born, E.U. Essien-Udom, who 
"participated continuously in the religious, social and to a limited extent, business activities of the Muslims in Chicago..." 
According to the writer, "the method of study consisted primarily of observations and informal discussions with  (Messenger 
Elijah) Muhammad, his officers and followers in Chicago. Words printed in red, are words of Messenger Elijah Muhammad. 

Chapter nine 

EDUCATION OF MUSLIMS 
The education and training of our children must not be limited to the "Three Rs (reading, 'riting and' 
'rithmetic)" only. It should instead include the history of the black nation,the knowledge of civilizations of 
man and the Universe and all sciences. It is necessary that the young people of our Nation learn all they 
can.Learning is a great virtue and I would like to see all the children of my followers become the possessors 
of it.It will make us an even greater people tomorrow. 

-- ELIJAH MUHAMMAD 

Parochial education among the Muslims is almost as old as the Nation of Islam.The first Muslim school, 
styled the University of Islam, was established in Detroit in 1932,and the second in Chicago in 1934. Both 
schools have been in continuous operation ever since. 

The distrust of conventional educational institutions by black nationalists was noted previously.No other 
nationalist group has attempted to establish a parochial school.       Elijah Muhammad believes that the 
education of Negroes has been a failure because it was "designed by the slave-masters or their sons,to keep 
the Negro in his place."   

  Consequently, the educated Negro is not a whit better off than before he went to school: "He goes to school 
bearing the name the slavemaster gave him and comes out bearing the same mark of oppression." 

Negro education has not enabled him to think for himself,to inquire into his past,to be proud of his heritage 
prior to slavery,and to have a desire to become independent economically or otherwise. Above all,the 
educated Negro elite is irresponsible; their education has not made them feel responsible for the community 
of for the people. 

Comparing the education of Negroes with that of many foreign students from Africa, Muhammad has said: 
We should acquire an education... that will make our people put to better use the knowledge they acquire...an
education that will make our people willing and able to go and do for self. 

Is this not the aim and goal of the many foreign students who are studying in this country? Don't these students return to their own nations and give their people the benefit of their 
learning? Did not Nkrumah return to Ghana to lead his people to independence with the benefit of learning he acquired in America and elsewhere? Did not Dr. Hastings Banda return to 
give the benefit of his education to his people who are striving toward independence in Nyasaland? Did not Dr.Azikiwe of Nigeria give the benefit of his education to the upliftment and 
independence of his people? 

Does not America offer exchange scholarships to smaller,weaker,and dependent governments so their 
students will acquire knowledge to aid the people of those countries? Then why shouldn't the goal of 
education be the same for you and me? 

Why is scorn and abuse directed toward my followers and me when we say our people should get an 
education which will aid,benefit and uplift our people?...The education of the "black pharisees" has not 



brought them justice;nevertheless, Negroes are proud that they have made advances in education: 

One hundred years up from slavery.You still today feel that you have been schooled. You have a few 
diplomas and degrees.You can do little things educationally,but that does not yet even get you justice in 
America.You still suffer injustice with an armful of diplomas and degrees from colleges and universities. . . .
                                       

How pathetic a sight many of us make as we boast of our meagre education and the attainment of a degree of 
economic growth. All these things are an illusion. When rightly viewed,your education has been designed by 
your oppressors with the specific intent of keeping you in servitude. . . .Our oppressors own and control 
everything we have.What, then, is the basis of our vaunted and foolish pride? Something must be wrong 
upstairs. 

The objective of  "Muslim" education is, presumably, to stem the tide which has produced the black 
pharisees. 

To re-educate the so-called Negro,who has been the victim of centuries of mis-education. ... to attain his 
rightful place in the sun as a Black Man. . . . A cardinal fact of its teaching, is to give the students a feeling of
dignity and appreciation of their own kind. It also places especial emphasis upon the daily Moslem duties,the 
teaching of Arabic,the observance of the dietary laws,and the development of a child's character. 

Education of boys and girls of our Nation should spare no effort to learn their special duties and 
responsibilities as future wives and mothers: 

The Muslims Girls of our Nation should spare no spare no effor to learn their special duties and 
responsibilities as future wives and mothers. The University of Islam in Chicago and the one in Detroit are 
both equipped to give them th finest training in their special fields.Those who are unable to attend one of 
these schools should take advantage of the instruction available in the Temple of Islam M.G.T.(Muslim Girls'
Training) classes. 

Mr. Muhammad believes that "integration" of Negro and white children in schools is undesirable: 

You must teach and train your boys and girls in your own schools and colleges.And keep your little children, 
especially your little girls,from mixing with white children. When you do this,then your own people who are 
the Original People of the Human Family will respect you as a Nation. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ISLAM  
The University of Islam is only a University in name. However,under this name both the Chicago and Detroit
Temples have operated elementary and high schools since the early nineteen-thirties. At that time,the 
University of Islam in Detroit was in trouble with the Board of Education,which wanted to close it. Again it 
was under fire in 1959 because of inadequate physical facilities. 

Until 1953 the University of Islam in Chicago provided only elementary school curriculum,but a high school 
was added in 1954.The University is a two-story building without a basement.The first floor is divided into 
five classrooms,the principal's office,a little storage room,and rest rooms for boys and girls.In addition,the 
students have a large closet where they leave their coats and other belonging.The second floor contains an 
auditorium which is used for both classes and other activities of the Temple at night.There is also a small 
library may be used as a classroom if an additional room in the Temple used for classes becomes too 
cold.Displayed in the library is the Civil Plaque awarded to the Messenger by the Pittsburgh Courier 
Publishing Company. 



The auditorium,like other parts of the building,is well maintained.The picture of the Messenger of Allah and 
the flag of the Nation of Islam are the principal decorations of the auditorium,aside from a mural of the Taj 
Mahal.When Mr.Naeem visited the school in 1956 he reported that the assembly hall was "decorated with 
large flags of Turkey,Arabia,Pakistan,Morocco,Egypt and other Moslem countries of Asia and Africa.Until 
December,1958,printed replicas of flags of all predominantly Moslem countries were displayed along the 
walls of the auditorium.Beneath each flag was a brief history and factual account of the country. Since 
then,these have been removed.Missing in this display is the United States flag. There was no flag of 
Liberia,Ethiopia,or Ghana, Which are not considered "Moslem"countries. A flag of the Algerian 
government-in-exile was on display.                                                                                                     

ENROLLMENT 

The present enrollment is about three hundred and fifty.There has been a marked increase in the last fifteen 
years: the total enrollment for 1945 was fifty students. In 1954,when the present building was purchased,the 
total enrollment was estimated at one hundred and twenty-five.Although a few non-Muslim children are 
enrolled,the school primarily serves Muslim children. A few non-Muslims have sought admission for their 
children,but the present facilities do not permit expansion.The writer knows a few teenage girls enrolled at 
the University of Islam whose parents are not Muslims. 

"SEPARATE BUT EQUAL" 

Boys and girls receive instruction in the same building but in separate classrooms. Segregated instruction has 
been part of the tradition of the school since its founding. However,in the kindergarten and the first grade,the 
sexes are integrated "because they are innocent" at that age.Even in these integrated classes,the little girls are 
seated behind the boys. 

Until February,1959, the "separate but equal" rule was rigidly enforced. A new principal was hired about that
time.He was concerned with economy and maximum utilization of the existing staff and physical 
facilities,and decided to integrate the classrooms. 

The decision was put into effect with out consultation with Muhammad. However,the change was brought to 
his attention after it had been put into operation. 

He vetoed the principal's decision promptly.A faculty meeting at which Muhammad was present was called. 
The principal's main argument at this meeting was based on "economy and student achievement." 

He stressed that there were only six classrooms for elementary grades two through eight and four high school
grades.In practical terms, students in two or more grades had to be instructed in one room if separation of the 
sexes was to be maintained. 

The second and third grades were in one room;grades four, five,six,seven,and eight met in the same room,and
all grades of the high school were in one room. In grades two and three,the teacher instructed each class for 
twenty minutes in a forty-minute class period.In grades four through eight,each grade generally received ten 
minutes of instruction,and a similar plan was followed for the four high school grades. However,each teacher
used the forty-minute period in the manner he or she thought to be mose effective. 

The principal's integration plan made different classrooms available for the second,third,and fourth 
grades,which are the larger classes.Five and six,seven and eight,nine and ten,and eleven and twelve would 
have remained combined, each pair in a separate classroom.To some extent,this would have been more 
practical an arrangement then the former grouping. 

The Messenger was sympathetic toward the principal's plan but said,"I am first and foremost,a reformer," and



"until the new Islamic Center is built we must endure the present difficulties." 

This incident reveals both the aims of education and the work of Muhammad among the most economically 
under- privileged class of Negroes. In the exchange which followed between him and the principal, he 
demonstrated that in spite of his long public speeches he is a man of few words,firm and determined. 

He knows exactly what he wants and also his limitations. Although he needs the advice of trained people for 
the administration of the school, he is the one to give general directions. 

The principal is an Egyptian who has lived in the United States for nearly ten years. In the conversation 
between him and Minister James which followed after Muhammad had left,the principal appeared to be 
wholly ignorant of the background of the students and their parents. 

Minister James explained to him that most of them came from homes whose parents "are the poorest in this 
society - homes in which more than two or three families are crowded together in the same apartment and 
where the youngsters had been exposed to all kinds of activity." 

These overcrowded conditions,James said,:contribute to juvenile delinquencies, immorality, and early 
pregnancy at ages as low as twelve in the Negro community." He explained that the task of the Messenger is 
"to rehabilitate not only the morals of adults but also the children. 

The Messenger at the moment is confronted with the choice of either giving them what is considered the best 
education which they probably could receive in the public schools or training them to be morally fit citizens. 
The choice of a reformer is clear," in fact,the Messenger has little choice." 

These children," said Minister James,"are underprivileged from birth. . . .There is no reason to believe that a 
majority of them would benefit from attending public schools,and there is no assurance that they would 
acquire the rudiments of civilized and moral life." 

The end of education in the Nation is character building. Muhammad believes that if basic "moral" 
virtues are inculcated in the individual,his happiness and the welfare of society would be enhanced. The 
problem of classroom space was partially tackled in November, 1959,when a two-shift system was 
introduced. Under this arrangement, pupils from the sixth grade through high school attend classes from 8:00
A.M. to 12:00 noon.The kindergarten through fifth grade pupils attend classes from 12:30 until 4:30 P.M. 
The same teachers teach both shifts. 

The two-shift system was inspired partly by difficulties which the school in Detroit was having with the state 
and local Departments of Public Instruction during the summer of 1959.The Detroit school had an enrollment
of one hundred and two students and was housed in a crumbling" former theater building at 5403 John 
C.Lodge.There were five instructors at the school, three male and two female. 

The three male instructors were said "to be qualified in accordance with the laws of Michigan." The two 
female teachers were not. However,the school was closed because it was considered "educationally and 
physically inadequate." It has never been approved by the Department of Public Instruction. 

The Muslims secured a new building shortly thereafter and classes resumed.Prior to the introduction of the 
two-shift system,the school week at Chicago consisted of four days (four hours per day) of instruction,from 
10:00 A.M. to 2:P.M.Under the new arrangement just as in the previous one,there is no interval for recreation
or for lunch. 

Although the period of instruction is short for each grade in a classroom,the students attend school 
throughout the year except for a two-week vacation in August. Two additional weeks of vacation may be 



added for the annual convention,public holidays,and forced closing because of weather.To some extent the 
long school year compensates for loss of time due to the present staff shortage and multiple-grade rooms. No 
classes are held on Tuesdays. 

This day is given over to varied activities,such as a party,or a trip to a museum or zoo. Different activities are
arranged for the various age levels,designed to meet their special needs and abilities.For example,teenage 
girls may receive additional training in home economics on Tuesday,while the younger children are taken to 
the Museum of Science and Industry. 

THE FACULTY 

The faculty of the University of Islam has never exceeded ten members.The pirncipalship changes hands 
rather frequently.Since 1953,there have been five principals including the present one. All of the principals in
recent years have been believers in Islam.Of the four past principals,three were made and one was female. A 
former principal and the present one are Arabs. The first Arab principal,also an instructor in Arabic,Shaikh 
Jamil Shakir Diab, is now a rival Moslem leader on Chicago's  South Side. Arab students in the area describe 
him as an Imam (priest). 

The job of principal consists generally of supervising the teachers and the curriculum.He may teach one or 
two courses in addition.The principal's powers are very limited.Two of the principals worked only part-
time.The principal's relationship with the Messenger is actually advisory.Insofar as it is known, only one 
non-Moslem has been appointed principal although there are non-Moslems are preferred and it is important 
that they be married. Some exceptions are made for followers of Muhammad. Of the present staff,the 
principal,who is a part-time employee,studied at the University of Michigan,one teacher has a Master's 
degree,and three have Bachelor's degrees. Four have completed at least two years of college work,and are 
now studying for their degrees or hope to do so in the future. 

CURRICULUM 

The curriculum is patterned, with some modifications,after that of the public schools in Illinois. A report card
listing the program of study of 1959-60 reads as follows: 

                   Reading and Spelling 

                   Penmanship 

                   Languages and General Civilization 

                   Arithmetic and Simple Metric System 

                   Advanced Arithmetic 

                   Algebra 

                   Advanced Arithmetic 

                   General Geometry and Trigonometry 

                   Astronomy 

                   Chronological History From 13,000 B.C. 



                   Solar System 

                   Spook being displayed for 6,000 Years 

                   Chronology 

                   English 

                   Reading 

                   Writing 

                   Composition 

                   Literature 

                   Science 

                  General Science 

                  Biology 

                  Chemistry 

                  Hygiene 

                  Languages 

                  Arabic 

                  Social Studies 

                 History: American History 

                             World History 

                 Geography 

                 Sociology 

                 Civics 

                 Art 

                 Typing 

                 Shorthand 

                 Home Economics 

                 Religion 



                 Islam 

  

The writer spent much of his time at the University of Islam and closely followed the courses offered during 
the period of this study. At no time was a separate course offered in the following subjects,although they are 
listed:astronomy,chronological history from 13,000 B.C.,spook being displayed for 6,000 Years,ending of 
the civilization,and chronology.These subjects properly belong to  "religion" and are taught by the minister in
the class on Islam. 

Arabic is taught from the fourth grade through high school. The Muslims consider Arabic their "national" 
language.The writer noticed that religion was entirely divorced from the academic subjects and could be 
obtained only in the class on Islam. The history of the world's civilizations was emphasized. Although the 
history of the Black Nation is supposed to receive greater emphasis, there was no special course devoted to it.
Instead,beginners in the high school studied American history for one year and world history as the 
advanced. 

The textbook used for world history is The Past That Lives Today,by Carl Becker,Sidney Painter,and Yu-
Shan Han.The writer accompanied Minister James when he went to the Follett Book Company to buy 
textbooks. 

The salesman there said that "Brother James has been our customer for the past ten years. "Minister James 
and the history instructor solicited the salesman's suggestions for the "most widely and currently used" 
American history text.They selected one from the list recommended by the salesman. 

Until early in 1959 no tuition was charged at the University of Islam.Since then parents have been charged 
the following fees: fifty cents per week for the first child and twenty five cents each for the second,third,and 
fourth child. No fee is charged for the fifth or additional children of the same family. 

The Messenger was first opposed to the requirement of fees but was later persuaded to concede it on an 
experimental basis.The estimated annual cost of operating the school is about $40,000. Although the school 
has no fixed budget, current expenses are met partly through weekly contributions from members. 

The Messenger told the writer that he was planning to reserve funds on a long-term basis for the school. At 
the present students pay $6.00 annually for textbooks. Free bus transportation to and from the school is 
provided for all students. 

Within the limitations shown above,the performance of the school appears to be reasonable. However,Mr. 
Naeem appears to have been very much impressed when he wrote in 1956: During my visit to the school, I 
had the great pleasure of seeing young adults (boys and girls) recite passages from the Koran from memory 
and perform the prayer ritual in a perfect manner. 

They were also able to carry on conversation in Arabic,using authentic Arab accent.(Needless to say,I was 
greatly impressed to see such a progress made by the converts to Islam.In fact,when a group of eight or nine 
girls sang for me a popular hymn in Arabic I was moved to tears. 

Such was the beautiful and unforgettable sight that my eyes saw there) Although no student was encountered 
who could speak Arabic,all of the high school students seem to know their prayers in Arabic. A few can read 
and write simple sentences in Arabic. Two or three high school graduates of the school have gained entrance 
to colleges and universities on the basis of their performance on admission tests. Some enter trade or business
schools. Others do not go beyond high school. 



EXAMINATIONS 

In addition to grades for regular subjects,the teacher is required to assign grades to students with regard to the
following: 

Attendance 

Conduct 

Cooperation 

Effort 

Reliability 

Although students had been graduated prior to 1959,there had never been a formal graduation ceremony. 

On June 23,1959,a combined elementary and high school graduation exercise was held for students from 
Chicago and Detroit Schools.Twelve students from Chicago and six from Detroit received their elementary 
school diplomas. Four students, two from each city, were graduated from high school. Diplomas were also 
awarded to the twelve students who finished high school in previous years. 

The students wore academic caps and gowns and marched to the tune of "Pomp and Circumstance." 

The commencement address was delivered by Minister Wilfred of the Detroit Temple,and the Messenger,as 
President and Founder of the school,made brief remarks before awarding the diplomas. 

Humorously, he said that he also "needed a diploma!" The staff and members of the Parent-Teacher 
Association awarded him a silver loving cup inscribed. 

"Mr.Elijah Muhammad, Messenger of Allah, Founder and President of the University of  Islam . . . " And 
Muhammad was especially happy on this occasion; for him this had been "a long awaited dream" and the 
fruit of more than twenty-six years of labor and hardship. 

Never before had Mr. Muhammad been seen to be so joyous -he came forward and bowed several times in 
acknowledgment of the long applause. 

DISCIPLINE AND CONTROL 

Students and teachers are required to come to school in prescribed uniforms.  

                              By Order of the Messenger of Allah 

                                                     The Most Honorable Elijah  Muhammad                                                         
                                         October 19, 1957 

Approved: Jumper Dress for the girls,and Head Pieces to match the color of their dresses.The colors are 
Brown Beige, and  Blue 

I Length of Dresses: 

       1.For Teenagers - 8 inches from floor-age 13 to 17 years  



       2.Girls: Kindergarten to 12 years. 

II Length of dress skirts: Well below the calf of the legs. 

III  All blouses are to have 3/4 length sleeves,and high neck bands. 

IV   Sox- knee length to match dresses. 

V    Shoes- Black slippers - for all. 

Boys 

I    Boys Suits. The colors are: Blue, Brown,and Gray. 

II   Caps to match the color of their suits. 

III  Shoes: - Black or Brown. 

Note: All students to be outfitted at once -or within the time required to fill orders, at the M.G.T. Dress Shop 
or (Dress Salon). Make a $5.00 deposit at the shop at once.Teacher are to be outfitted in colors approved for 
students. Outfits to be made alike. 

Per: /s/ Sis. Lena (Durroh) 

Muhammad's University of Islam 

No.2 Director  

The majority of the students dressed neatly. Invariably, the boys wore a suit and tie. The prescribed uniform 
was not widely used although the school authorities tried to enforce it. The Muslim teachers did not adhere to
the colors although they all wore long robes. The non- Muslim teachers used jumpers while they were on the 
premises.The majority of the students come from working -class families, which accounts for the minor 
problems of discipline which one encounters in the school.    

To Be Continued                                                          
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